
De Soto High School World Geography/Civics Summer Project 
Welcome to Honors World Geography/Honors Civics!  We are excited about the upcoming year and have a lot 
planned for you.  To get you ready for all that you will be learning in the year to come, we are assigning the 
following projects to be completed over the summer.  These assignments will be for both of the Ninth grade 
honors classes, you will turn them into whatever class you have first semester and that instructor will get 
them to the other class as needed.  If you have any questions, email either of us at mrunyan@usd232.org or 
KWilber@usd232.org. 

We look forward to meeting you in the fall, 
Mr. Runyan and Ms. Wilber 

 
PROJECT: CURRENT EVENTS COLLECTION 
You will collect five articles to cut/print out and write about.  
 
 You will choose two current events each from the PEOPLE and PHYSICAL WORLD categories.  These four 
current events must be international and each articles must be about four different countries. 

• PEOPLE: population, religion, language, education, traditions, cultural diffusion, immigration, 
race/ethnicity, medicine, technology, etc. 

• PHYSICAL WORLD: natural resources (erosion, tectonic activity, etc.) natural resources, natural 
disasters, weather/climate, pollution, conservation, endangered, species, etc. 

 
The final current event will come from the GOVERNMENT/ECONOMY category.  This current event must be 
about the government or economy in the United States. 

• GOVERNMENT/ECONOMY: laws, conflicts/wars, foreign policy, international cooperation, trade, 
currencies, recession, taxes, government aid, etc. 

 
The current events may come from newspapers, online news sources or other reputable publications.  For 
each current event, you will complete a form detailing specific information about the current event.  The 
format for the form is included in the packet along with an example. 
 
Requirements:  

• The events should be current (this calendar year) and relevant, not about sports, entertainment, or 
tabloid stories. 

• Your summary and opinion paragraphs should be no less than five good sentences each.  Focus on 
quality, not just quantity, in your writing. 

• Organization: cover sheet, info form #1, article #1, then info form #2 and article #2, follow this pattern 
for the four articles for World Geography.  The assignment for Civics will be turned in with info form, 
then article and then Constitution research in that order. 

• We recommend typing the project, but if you handwrite it, please write as neatly as possible. 
• The Honors Civics part of the assignment will also include a few questions covering the US Constitution. 

 
Due Date:  
 
Suggested News Sites: CNN, Reuters, BBC, National Geographic, MSNBC, Fox News and USA Today 
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